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March Issue 548

Happy Easter 
 
Welcome to the April edition of your village magazine. While we will be 

back home as you read this, I am writing this and editing the magazine this 
month some distance away back up North in the old homeland. A couple of weeks seeing 
family and friends is always enjoyable. 

This time of year I like, because by and large the weather is not too bad, neither too hot 
nor too cold. Where we go in the Southwest of Scotland in Dumfries and Galloway, it often 
gets the best of the weather going. I just hope the grass doesn’t grow too quickly at home 
while I am away! 

Your magazine this month has a lot for you. 
First, The Parish Council has some important information for you. You will see on the 

inside cover, a notice for the Annual Parish meeting on the 14th April.. This is the 
opportunity for us to hear what is important to us as residents of this village. It is also the 
opportunity to ask questions direct to the councillors, both Parish, District and County, of 
what is on your mind. With the many changes going on just now and proposed for the near 
future, there should be plenty to talk about.  

You can also read in the Parish Council notes, details and an update on the New Cemetery 
which now looks unlikely to go ahead due to perceived changes in demand for plots and 
also the updated estimates of costs, which could reach £1m. This would result in a 
substantial increase in the PC contribution to our rates. 

Next the good news that the bus stop in the High St. has had a major makeover. A 
competition at the Village College, resulted in Sasha Walker of `Year 9 winning by creating 
a glorious mural upgrade to the backwall of the shelter featuring visuals of our village life. 
Well done Sasha. Lets hope it does the job and it remains undamaged. 

I know the wheels of government grind slowly, but the time it is taking to sort out the 
allotments is getting into farce territory. Apparently, the Parish have not even yet officially 
been able to acquire the land. Land that has been laid out, prepared, fenced and accessible 
with roads for over a year cannot be handed over to those keen gardeners. Spring now again 
and planting should be well under way for this year. Meanwhile the only thing growing 
there are weeds. Somebody somewhere is sitting on the paperwork! 

There are also some other interesting events taking place this month and next. Even if 
you are not a member of the WI or go to BALA meetings, there are invites there to go along 
to hear some interesting sounding presentations. 

The Social Club have their usual calendar of events and even collaborating with the 
Bowling Club to stage a ‘Duck Racing’ event!  

If you didn’t know, you are missing out. There is a growing number who meet up on 
Saturday morning from 10.00am for a bacon or sausage butty and bottomless coffee for 
£2.50. There is also talk of plans for a full English available once a month! 

(continued on page 2.)



It would have been an interesting coincidence if the Bottisham Birdman was featuring 
ducks in his article this month, but happily he steers clear and tells us all about another but 
smaller game bird than last month, the Partridge. 

Stuart Field gives us an update on matters of our church and also gives us plenty of notice 
of another of the “Coffee & Cake” concerts on 2nd May, which have been so successful and 
have raised much needed funds for the maintenance of our Church. 

We are off now to enjoy more of what this lovely part of the world has to offer. Pitlochry 
next, then Broughty Ferry (pronounced ‘Brotty’) and Scone (pronounced, ‘Skoon’) before 
returning to Galloway then Home. 

More from me Next Month.
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(continued from page 1.)

News From Holy Trinity Church Bottisham
As I write the bulbs in the spring flower area of the churchyard and 
elsewhere are at their very best and there have been numerous very 
positive comments. We are very grateful to the small band of 
volunteers who work year-round to keep the churchyard up to the 
necessary standard to justify our ‘bronze’ eco churchyard award. We 
are going to try for the ‘silver award’ this year. However, there is a 
small group of villagers who spoil it for everybody else by allowing their dogs to foul the 
churchyard. Please clean your dog mess up after it. 

We are shortly to hold our annual ‘Vestry Meeting’. This is where those who live in the 
Parish, whether or not they are churchgoers or on the electoral role of the church, nominate 
and vote for the churchwardens. Louise Jacobs and I will be happy to continue in this role 
if re-elected. 

Once a year we have an Annual Parish Church Meeting when the Annual Report, which 
includes reports from all the associated activities within the church as well as the annual 
financial report are discussed and voted upon. In addition, at this meeting the members of 
the Parochial Church Council (PCC) are also elected. It is the responsibility of the PCC to 
oversee all the activities of the church. This will take place in Swaffham Prior Village Hall 
at 7.00pm on Tuesday 14th April. 

We have now heard, as follows, from the Venerable Dr Alex Hughes, Archdeacon of 
Cambridge, after his recent visitation: “I keep a central record of Parish Visits, noting any 
particular issues or concerns. I have none in Bottisham’s case. You have done an excellent 
job updating/creating policies and associated compliance. I believe the PCC is discharging 
its responsibilities with a high degree of competence and I am very grateful to you and 
Louise as churchwardens. Thank you!” 

Another ‘Coffee & Cake Concert’ has been organised. Cambridge Vocal Consort, a small 
vocal ensemble, will perform music from the 16th and early 20th centuries, including 
madrigals, folk songs and lute songs. Come along and enjoy a coffee (tea or juice) cake and 
then the concert which will take place on Saturday 2nd May at 10.30am. 
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Our service pattern for April includes Easter Day Holy Communion at 10.30am on 
Sunday 5th April led by our vicar Max. If you wish to purchase a lily in memory of a loved 
one, please contact Penny Durrant on 07808 961414. Morning Prayer on 19th April will be 
led by Sarah Maxwell.  Sarah will also lead the online C by C service at 8pm on Wednesday 
1st April.   

You are very welcome to attend our services or those elsewhere in the Benefice. There 
are additional services to be held over Easter elsewhere which are listed elsewhere in 
the Cresset.      Stuart Field, Churchwarden

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH BOTTISHAM

COFFEE & CAKE CONCERT 
SATURDAY 2nd May 10.30AM 

 
CAMBRIDGE VOCAL CONSORT 

A small vocal ensemble performing music from the 16th and early 
20th centuries, including madrigals, folk songs and lute songs. 

 
Come and enjoy a coffee (tea or juice), cake and then the concert which 

will last around 45 minutes 
 

Suggested donation £5, in aid of the church building fund – children free 
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Wed Apr 1st 8pm C by C (a short contemplative service) – 
online via Zoom 

GOOD FRIDAY Apr 3rd 10am Good Friday service – Quy  
EASTER SUN Apr 5th   9am Online service on Zoom  

10.30am Holy Communion – Bottisham 
Holy Communion – Swaffham Prior  

Sun Apr 12th  9am Online service on Zoom  
Holy Communion - Quy 

10.30am Holy Communion (BCP) - Swaffham Prior  
Sun Apr 19th 9 am Online service on Zoom 

Morning Prayer – Quy 
10.30am Holy Communion – Swaffham Bulbeck 

Morning Prayer - Bottisham 
Sunday April 26th  9am Online service on Zoom 

Holy Communion (BCP) – Swaffham Bulbeck 
10.30am Holy Communion - Swaffham Prior  

Every Thursday 10.30am Holy Communion - Lode  
 

Please check the Church notice board for any changes to these details; or email 
admin@angleseygroupparishes.co.uk, which is also the address to request the Zoom link. 

You are very welcome to attend any of these services. 

Services in the Anglesey Benefice

Bottisham WI
In February, Lucy Lewis, the University Marshal, spoke about her unique role at the University 
of Cambridge. Having retired from her military career, where Lucy was the Britain’s first 
female Bomb Disposal Expert, Lucy became the first female Marshal at the University.  

The role of University Marshal dates back to 1620 when, together with 26 constables, the 
Marshal was responsible for keeping good order. At that time the Marshal also held a key 
role in maintaining Weights and Measures in the town. This is still reflected in the existence 
of the famous yard-long Butter Measure which many people will have seen at Stourbridge 
Fair. Although much of the role appears to be simply ceremonial today, the smooth-running 
of the graduation ceremonies at Senate House is critical. All graduates have to be admitted 
individually, the only university in the world still to do this, with the ceremony still taking 
place in Latin. Given the importance of planning, often with late changes of plan, a military 
background is key to the individual fulfilling this role. A most interesting and informative 
talk on this wide-ranging role. 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 21st April when Keving Boardman will be speaking 
about The Wright Brothers. Do come and join us if you’d like to hear his talk. 

We meet monthly, in the Poppy Room at The Bottisham Sports and Social Club starting 
at 7.30pm. Do get in touch or come along if you’d like to know more about what we do. 
All welcome! Jennifer Clark 
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Singing & 
Piano Lessons 

 

Pauline Byrne 
A.R.C.M, G.G.S.M, A.B.S.M (Distinction) 

 
I am a Qualified ex. Opera Singer.  

 
New to the area with many years teaching experience. 

 
Much success for pupils in competitions and A.B.R.S.M exams 

 
Vacancies for all ages 

 
Please contact me on  

07930 561452 
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Parish Council Report
The next full council meeting will be held on Thursday 9th April, 7.30pm at the Poppy 
Room, Bottisham Sports and Social Club.   All Parish Council meetings are open to the 
public. Please note that the clerk to the council does not keep regular office hours. Replies 
to emails and phone calls will be attended to as soon as is practicable. Details of upcoming 
meetings and Councillor Details are available from the Parish Council Noticeboard and 
from the website bottisham-pc.gov.uk.  
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT  

We have been notified of several highways developments in recent weeks: 
• Bottisham Greenway – The project is continuing and will be moving towards planning 

shortly. Delivery is expected towards the end of 2026. 
• 20mph Zone for Bottisham – The new zone has been approved and moved to scheduling. 

Works are expected within the first two quarters of the new financial year. Residents will 
be informed of exact dates via the Parish Council website and noticeboard. 

As pothole season continues, please keep reporting any highways defects. Your reports 
help teams prioritise urgent work and arrange resources efficiently. 

Reports can be submitted via: 
• Website: https://highwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/en-gb 
• Telephone: 0345 045 5212 (office hours) 
For those requiring immediate attention, contact the number above or the Police on 101 

outside office hours. 
Residents are also encouraged to check one.network for the most up-to-date information 

on road closures and traffic restrictions. The Parish Council does not control or authorise 
road closures; these are managed by highways authorities and utility companies. Works 
descriptions are not normally published by utility companies (e.g., Anglian Water). 
NEW DEFIBRILLATOR  

The new defibrillator has now been received and registered accordingly.  However, it was 
discovered the previous unit’s housing is not lockable and it was deemed unsafe to place the unit 
without appropriate safety measures.  The Parish Council therefore has arranged for the purchase 
of a new housing and this and the defibrillator should be installed as soon as practicable.     
ALLOTMENTS  

The Parish Council has not yet acquired the land on which the allotments are located, but 
we hope this will be resolved very soon so tenants can take up their plots. 

A reminder: the parking area directly in front of the allotment site is for allotment holders 
only, not for general use. Please refrain from parking here, as there have been some 
instances of anti-social behaviour which will continue to be monitored. 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 14th APRIL - WHAT ARE THE BIGGEST ISSUES 
FACING OUR VILLAGE? 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th April 2026 at 7.30pm in the 
main hall of Bottisham Sports and Social Club.  Bottisham is your village – come along and 
have your say. 

  Continued on page 9
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Carpentry Services 

TONY MARTIN 

Over 30 years experience 

Any carpentry jobs 
undertaken — BIG or small 

Call Tony  
for a free estimate 
Tel: 01223 812786 

(Bottisham) 
Mobile: 07767475987
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Continued from page 7

Continued on page 11

This year’s format will follow the previous year, with discussions on; Highways & 
Transport, Environment & Community and Planning & Development.  There will also be a 
general Q&A session, giving residents the opportunity to raise issues that matter most, such as: 

• Parking around the Triangle / Potholes or drainage issues / Transport links to 
Cambridge 

• Speeding / Planning and development / Environment and green spaces 
NEW CEMETERY 

You will note that there is a separate article in this edition of the Cresset from Cllr Jon 
Ogborn, outlining the Parish Councils position on the new Cemetery.  At its meeting on 2 
March 2026, the Parish Council resolved not to proceed with the purchase of land or the 
development of a new cemetery.  Instead, the Council will focus on making the best use of 
the existing cemetery, including investigating the use of ground-penetrating radar to 
identify unused grave spaces in older, unmarked areas.  The Parish Council would like to 
express our extreme thanks to Cllr Jon Ogborn and his team for their relentless work on this 
project over the last 14 years. 
BOTTISHAM BUS STOP GETS A BRIGHT NEW LOOK! 

Our High Street bus stop has been transformed into a vibrant celebration of Bottisham’s 
wildlife, biodiversity, and community spirit!  The winning artwork was created by Sasha 
Walker, Year 9 at Bottisham Village College, chosen from over 400 entries. The bus stop 
was officially opened by Sasha on Thursday 12th March at 4:30pm, marking a fantastic 
collaboration between the Parish Council and the College.  We hope this cheerful new 
landmark will inspire pride, creativity, and care for our local environment. 

If you need any further information relating to anything raised in this report or anything 
you wish to bring to the attention of the Parish Council, then please do not hesitate to 
contact me via email, clerk@bottisham-pc.gov.uk or via phone 07369248998.   

Sam Chambers-Turner  - Clerk to the Council 

Bottisham new Cemetery Update  
from the Parish Council 

Back in 2012, Bottisham Parish Council began work on what has been a long-running 
project: finding land and developing a new cemetery for the village. This was necessitated 
by our existing cemetery nearing capacity for coffin burials (cremated ashes require 
negligible space and were not a concern).  

Over the years a great deal of work by councillors and residents went into the project. 
Planning permission for the new cemetery was granted in May 2023, and towards the end 
of 2025 terms were agreed for East Cambridgeshire District Council (ECDC), acting on 
behalf of the Parish Council, to compulsorily purchase land on Lode Road currently held in 
trust by the National Trust. 
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RESIDENTS’ SURVEY 
The project would have been partly funded through a Public Works Loan, which required 

the Council to demonstrate support from residents. At that time, projections suggested the 
loan could be repaid without increasing the parish precept, thanks to the Council’s 
accumulated reserves. 

A six-week residents’ survey, closing on 16 January 2026, asked two simple questions: 
whether residents supported the Parish Council continuing with the project, and whether 
they supported the Council applying for a loan to finance it.    

The survey received 107 responses, of which 97 supported continuing with the project 
and financing it through the loan. 
NEW INFORMATION AND AN ENGAGEMENT EVENT 

While the survey was still running, tenders coming in indicated that completion costs 
would be significantly higher than had been projected. This meant a larger loan might be 
required, with a potential increase in the precept. 

At the same time, the Council noted a sharp decline in coffin burials in the cemetery. 
Earlier in the decade Bottisham averaged more than seven burials per year, but no burials 
took place in 2025. 

Considering this new information, the Parish Council felt it was important to share it with 
residents before making any final decision. With decisions needing to be urgently made, a 
residents “Engagement Event “was held on 21 February at Bottisham Sports and Social 
Club. Notices were placed locally, online and personal invitations delivered to residents 
who had supported the project in the recent survey. 

Thirty-two residents attended. After hearing a presentation on the revised costs and burial 
trends, residents were invited to give their views. Of the 32 responses received, 25 said they 
did not support continuing with the project. 
POSSIBLE CHANGES TO BURIAL LAW 

Residents at the meeting also heard about possible changes to national burial law. In 
response to a national shortage of burial provision, the “Law Commission” is expected to 
recommend legal reforms that would allow the reuse of graves more than 75 years old 
(using a method known as “lift and deepen”). Already permitted in London boroughs since 
2007, this practice would now be extended across the whole country. It is also expected to 
recommend that closed churchyards, such as we have at Holy Trinity in Bottisham, could 
reopen for burials. Albeit this would also require authorisation by the church authorities.   

It may take a couple of years for the recommendations to become law (2028 is 
suggested). However, as/when it occurs, we should have ample space for burials in our 
current cemetery for the foreseeable future.  

Given the current low burial rates, the Parish Council believes we have sufficient 
provision in the cemetery until those changes take effect. Several nearby village cemeteries 
also have available space, already occasionally used by Bottisham residents. 
COUNCIL DECISION 

At its meeting on 2 March, the Parish Council resolved not to proceed with the purchase 
of the land and the development of a new cemetery. 

Continued on page 13
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HARRISONS OF BURWELL LTD

Clarence House, 7 Ness Road, Burwell, Cambs CB25 0AA 
Telephone: Newmarket 01638 742873 - Mobile 07932 773515 

email: harrisonsofburwell@gmail.com 

Gas Safe Registered

Chiropody 
In your own home 

 
Save £5 

   off your ϭirst treatment  
   

 
Call   07905 267114  for an appointment 

 
Daniel Harris  BSc Hons MChS 

Fully qualiϭied and Registered with Health Care Professions Council 

when you present this advert.

 

Call 01638 814174 for an appointment
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Continued from page 11

NEW APPLICATIONS: 
26/00178/FUL (PP-14704142), Application Received: Fri 13 Feb 2026. Unit 2 To 5 56 High Street 

Bottisham Cambridgeshire CB25 9DA. Replacement of existing entrance doors with external 
lighting, installation of 1x new security/fire door in existing opening and 2x ventilation grilles 

26/00179/ADI (PP-14704142), Application Received: Fri 13 Feb 2026. Unit 2 To 5 56 High Street 
Bottisham Cambridgeshire CB25 9DA. Installation of new signage including 1x illuminated front 
fascia sign and 1x illuminated wall panel sign 

26/00184/TRE, Application Received: Mon 16 Feb 2026. 115 High Street Bottisham Cambridge 
CB25 9BA. T1 Laburnum – Fell, T2 Laburnum - Remove a leaning stem, T3 Laburnum - Reduce 
by 2m in height, T4 Prunus – Fell, T5 Yew - Reduce by 2m in height, T6 Photinia - Reduce by 
1.5m in height 

26/00216/FUL (PP-14658656), Application Received: Mon 23 Feb 2026. 29 Cedar Walk Bottisham 
Cambridge CB25 9BJ. Conversion of existing garage including new pitched roof and windows and 
widening of existing driveway 

26/00213/FUL (PP-14721626), Application Received: Mon 23 Feb 2026. 21 Stocks Close Bottisham 
Cambridgeshire CB25 9BY. Two storey side extension, demolished rear conservatory and replace 
with new single storey rear extension, fenestration alterations and additional roof light 

23/00421/DISA (PP-14738202), Application Received: Thu 26 Feb 2026. Howgar House 41 Bell 
Road Bottisham Cambridgeshire CB25 9DF. To discharge Conditions 10 (CEMP), 11 
(Contamination) and 13 (AMS) of decision 23/00421/FUL dated 23rd February 2024 for 
construction of 1No. 3/4 bedroom, two storey dwelling, with off-street parking for two vehicles on 
garden land 

26/00265/TPO (PP-14759178), Application Received: Fri 06 Mar 2026. 133 High Street Bottisham 
Cambridge CB25 9BB. T1 Cypress - Cut back lower canopy by 1-1.5m. Cut back the upper canopy 
to shape it into the top. Trim to clear the phone line by up to 1m

Planning Notes

Instead, the Council will focus on making best use of the existing cemetery, including 
investigating the use of ground-penetrating radar to help identify unused grave spaces in 
older, unmarked areas. 
THANK YOU 

The Parish Council would like to thank everyone, councillors and residents alike, who 
have contributed time, effort and thought to this project over the past 14 years. While it is 
disappointing that the project will not now go ahead, the Council believes this is the right 
decision based on the latest information. 

Our focus will now be on maintaining and improving the existing cemetery and 
churchyard, ensuring they remain peaceful, respectful and valued spaces for the village. 

More information, including the presentation from the engagement event, can be found 
on the Parish Council website:  https://www.bottisham-pc.gov.uk/new-cemetery 

Cllr. Jon Ogborn

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 April.  
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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FASSAGE HALL, LODE  (CB25 9HB) 
AVAILABLE TO HIRE FOR YOUR SOCIAL, 

BUSINESS OR SPORTING EVENT 
Fassage Hall is a community facility located on the edge of the recreation 

ground next to the children’s play area in the village of Lode. 

It has a 12m x 6m main hall, lobby, well equipped kitchen, patio area, toilets.  

  The recreation ground is also available to hire and there are sports changing 
facilities in a separate wing of the building and accessed through a 

separate entrance. 

See website for further details— https://fassage.lemonbooking.com 

Bookings can be made through the website or contact: 

Via email: clerk@lode-pc.gov.uk or phone 07369 248998 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE 11 FEBRUARY 
There was an item on a consultation to a proposal by the Government to transfer 

responsibility for taxi and Private Hire Vehicles to Local Transport Authorities (the 
Combined Authority in our area) to save money; however, the safety and the protection of 
the public or drivers was not considered.  
FULL COUNCIL 24 FEBRUARY 

This was quite a long meeting and the budget for the forthcoming year was put forward. 
The increase of £300,000 to the Mepal Crematorium contingency budget was brought 

forward from the last Finance and Assets meeting and was approved with the Chair’s 
casting vote. 

The Lib Dem & Independent group proposed in the budget for next year that funds 
should be given to:  

• establish Civil Parking Enforcement in the District (which 97% of other Councils have) 
to tackle the blatant illegal parking in most of our towns and villages,  

• encourage tourism in our District; the only tourism effort in the District is done by Ely 
City Council and is, obviously, Ely-biased, 

• to increase the Environmental spending by £100,000, 
• to help reinstate the Ely Citizen’s Advice Bureau, restoring a much-needed independent 

advice service in Ely and taking some pressure off the CAB in Newmarket, 
These proposals, which would have still been within budget and not require a rise in 

Council Tax, were defeated by the casting vote of the chair. 
As you are probably aware, the District Council Tax remains the same. 

BINS 
The new bins will soon be delivered to residents; there will be information on the 

procedure to be followed how and when the new bins are to be used. 
SURGERY 

It has not been possible to find a date in April for our evening surgery. However, we are 
always available on the telephone or via email. John has discovered that his landline is not 
working, so includes his mobile phone number instead. 

Cllrs Charlotte Cane MP (charlotte.cane@eastcambs.gov.uk) 07976 607512 and  
John Trapp (john.trapp@eastcambs.gov.uk) 0794 268 5599

District Councillors’ Report

BOTTISHAM MEETING POINT  
every WEDNESDAY - 10.30 – 12 noon  

in THE POPPY ROOM - Bottisham Sports and Social Centre  
Volunteers have run this for many years, helping to support members of the community  

WE ARE NOW LOOKING FOR MORE VOLUNTEERS  
to help serve coffee, tea and biscuits  

If you think you can spare an hour and a half on a Wednesday morning  
once or twice a month please contact Helen Cole 01223 812573 
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Bottisham Community Library Association

2026 National Year of Reading 
On a separate set of shelves near the junior reference books in the Library we have some 

‘Younger Readers’ books. These are for readers who are gaining confidence in reading and 
want to try chapter books. We have books by well known writers like Michael Morpurgo, 
Michael Rosen, Francesca Simon and my favourite – Pamela Butchart. Her series on 
Wigglesbottom Primary School are guaranteed to make any reader laugh.  

The Book of the Month for April is a Young Adult book, ‘Such Charming Liars’ by 
Karen M McManus.  Mother-daughter con artists plan one more job before changing 
careers but it turns out to be deadly. A thriller with plenty of exciting twists to the plot. 
Karen M McManus has written a whole series of books designed to get someone reading 
again – especially ‘One Of Us Is Lying’ which gives school detentions a whole 
new meaning! 

How is the Bottisham Community Library funded? The Community Library – with 
charitable status – is run by volunteers and receives no funding . Not only do the volunteers 
have to be there in the library to manage the weekly sessions but they have to find the 
means to fundraise to keep the library open. This includes the purchase of books for the 
shelves.  Our fundraising includes our annual Quiz night and our book sales in the library 
and on the village green. The sales of second-hand books provides a small amount of 
regular money but the Quiz is a major fundraiser. Thank you to all who supported it in 
February. The Library has to pay a termly ‘recharge’ to the College for the heating, cleaning 
etc of the community library sessions.  The College also provides us with IT support and 
the advice and expertise of their librarian. 

Lego Club and StoryTime will be on Saturday April 18th  at 10.30 . Younger children 
will enjoy our collection of Duplo. 

The date for the Mobile Library visit to Bottisham is Thursday, April 23rd and the visit 
to Lode will be Wednesday March 8th . 

Start Reading! 

Anglesey Group Mothers’ Union
MEETING ON 19th FEBRUARY 2026 

As we met the day after Ash Wednesday we had a Lent theme to our service, followed 
by a crafting activity to make a decorated Lent jar containing 40 Bible verses; these were 
to be taken out at random during the period of Lent to help us with our reflections. 
Following this activity, we had tea/coffee and biscuits and a good natter as always. 

Our May meeting is on 21st May at 2.30pm at the Fassage Hall in Lode when we shall 
be aiming to enhance our health and wellbeing by joining Fara with some chair exercises. 

Visitors are very welcome to join us. 
                                                                      Alison Martin (01223 88285) 
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We would love to see you at 

Bottisham Community Sports & Social Club 
!
!"#$%$&'(!)*+'
!"#$%&'("')*+,-$%&'' ./0'("'11/0'

2,3$%&'' ' ' 4566'/0'7'11/0'

8%(+,$%&'' ' 19'#""#'("'11/0'
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HappyHappy hourhour oror hourhours!s! EvEvery FrFrididayay fromfrom 4:4:0000pmpm untiluntil 7p7pm 

£1 off every alcoholic drink.  
Everyone is welcome, table tennis and other games available for the children too. 

 

TheThe FrFrididayay MeatMeat DrDrawaw followsfollows HappyHappy HourHour atat 7:7:30p30pm - £100 worth of prizes. 
 

EvEvery SaSaturdaturday MorMorning fromfrom 10am10am untiluntil mimiddayay isis SaSaususage SaSaturdaturday 
Pop along to the Poppy Room for a bacon or sausage bap with refillable tea/coffee for 

only £2.50 – non-members are very welcome. 
 

LastLast FrFrididayay ofof eacheach monmonthth isis ‘Open‘Open MiMic’c’ nignight.t. 
Your chance to entertain or just listen to the local talent – FREE ENTRANCE to all. 

 
SaSaturdaturday 4thth ApAprilril – EaEaster RaRafflffle anand FamilyFamily DiDiscosco 

AJ’s disco and a chocolate raffle, what more could you want? 
FREE ENTRANCE – 4:30pm start 

 
SaSaturdaturday 9thth MayMay – DuckDuck RaRacinging 

The bowling club are fundraising, and the event is ‘Duck Racing’! 
 

SaSaturdaturday 1616thth MayMay – EmEmma & ththe DiDinosaurosaurs 
They are back and ready to play – FREE ENTRANCE – 8pm start. 

 
SaSaturdaturday 6thth JuneJune – OurOur BigBig SumSummer FunFun DayDay  

Singer, Bands, Children entertainer, Face Painting, BBQ and much more 
SAVE THE DATE 

 
 

OthOther evevenentsts planplanneded ththroughroughoutout ththe yeyear 
Roy Orbison 

Halloween Disco 
Beat the Intro Quiz 

Newmarket Town Band & Big Draw 
NYE with the return of the fantastic ‘The Jjarrs’  

 
!"#$%#&'#(#'&)*&)+#&,#-%.)#/&!!!"#$%%&'()*'$+&),+,-#"+$"-./&(*'&)+#&"$)#%)&.0(*'1$).*0/&2(&3*4&,.%+&)*&
-#&456$)#6&,.)+&)+#&"$)#%)&0#,%7&5"#$%#&#1$."&#$%%&'()*+')'+01*)&,"+$*&
23/4$!5&51/6,$'78/9$%%&'()*8/6)*#:&;17/69<=/>44///?7,"/@3<<2/A3<@B2&

WHAT’S GOING ON
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A to B1102 Update 
Welcome to our first update of 2026, providing you with information and updates 
regarding transport issues that affect our communities. Find out more about the 
group’s work at www.a2b1102.org 
  
T4 & T5 BUS DEVELOPMENTS INCLUDING POTENTIAL ADDITIONAL 
EVENING SERVICES ON THE T5 ROUTE 

We were pleased to learn from the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority 
(CPCA) that they have now completed a review of bus services including the T4 and T5 
routes. Whilst some routes within the county were assessed to be at risk given levels of 
patronage, the review concluded that both the T4 and T5 routes are doing well with better 
than anticipated demand.  

The A to B1102 Group met with the CPCA and Suffolk County Council at the end of 
2025 to make the case for funding evening services for the T5 route. We were therefore 
delighted to see that the CPCA bus review included the following recommendations which 
are now being developed and will then go out to community consultation in the coming 
months before final decisions are made: 

• “Extending the T4 service from Addenbrookes to Trumpington Park & Ride 
• Engaging with Suffolk County Council to further improve the T4 service 
• The T5 to be retained with a more resilient timetable and later journeys” 
As soon as we are informed of the consultation process, we will communicate 

the information. 
T5 PASSENGER FEEDBACK 

The A to B1102 Group has continued to pass passenger feedback to Brian Clifford, MD 
of the A2B Group Ltd who run the T5 service. Brian has been grateful for the feedback 
engaged in a really constructive way. As a result of this feedback, changes to staffing on the 
service have been made resulting in significantly improved punctuality of the early morning 
services, the comfort of the ride and adherence to the timetable.  
MEETING WITH PAUL BRISTOW, MAYOR OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
& PETERBOROUGH 

In January, the group met with Paul Bristow. We raised three key concerns, all of which 
Paul agreed to look into and work with us to progress: 

• T4 & T5 Bus Routes: Improved interchange between the services and improved 
facilities for passengers at Addebrookes and Drummer Street Bus Stations 

• Proposed relocated Park & Ride Site – Newmarket Road: the Group’s serious concerns 
with the proposals as set out by the Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) including the 
impact they will have on traffic flow along Newmarket Road 

• Cambridge North Station: The lack of parking space for people using the station and 
the non-existent public transport from our areas. We look forward to sharing more 
information on these key issues in the coming weeks. 

Chairman - A to B1102 Group 
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Missed appointments: In January 48 appointments were marked as Did Not Attend (DNA) 
which equated to 14.5 hrs and in February 59 appointments allocated to this category 
which equated to just under 15hrs of lost appointments. Whilst plans and situations may 
change it would be greatly appreciated that if you are unable to attend an appointment 
you inform us so we can reallocate your appointment to another patient. 

Online Triage: 88% of patients are now accessing appointments via online booking triage 
form, thank you. If you are not able to do this it is fine to call, or come to reception and 
they will fill the form out for you. By whatever means you contact us please stay 
available to take a call swiftly when an appointment may be booked, often within 
minutes of your request. If you have not heard within 4 hours your form may not have 
been received so please call us. 

Vaccination clinic: From April 13th we will be offering the spring booster COVID 
vaccinations to vulnerable groups. Vaccination will be offered in England in Spring 
2026 to:  

• Adults aged 75 and over, residents in care homes for older people, individuals aged 
6 months and over who are immunosuppressed  

• We will be offering regular clinics throughout April in the week and on Sunday April 26th. 
We just wanted to highlight this brilliant local resource: https://keep-your-head.com.   

A website written by local doctors to help with mental health. It signposts towards many sources 
of help that you might not be aware of by selecting your age and mental health difficulty.  

Chronic health reviews and blood test invitations: From April 2026 we are using a 
different recall system. You may have a text message from us but from a system called 
Abrace. This is an automated recall process which should, we hope, reduce the amount 
of repeat blood tests needed when you’ve just had one for a medication review and then 
told you need one for something else! This is a common cause of annoyance and thus 
we hope this new system will be an improvement.  

Smear tests: The surgery is messaging all patients who are overdue a cervical smear test. 
This is part of a national campaign to improve uptake of smear tests which detect early 
changes before cancer develops.  

Easter Weekend:  The surgery will be closed over the Easter bank holidays so should you 
need help then call 111 or if it is an emergency then go to A & E. 
The Minor Injury Unit (MIU) at the Princess of Wales Hospital in Ely is open 7 days a 
week, 8:30 AM to 6 PM (including bank holidays), 

Next Meeting Details: AGM 9th April 2026 6.30pm in the waiting room at the surgery. At 
this meeting we will be accepting nominations for chairman, secretary, treasurer. Dr 
Keith will be talking about recognition of cancer symptoms, when to worry, and 
question and answers around this topic. Please do come along. If you wish to join 
our meetings or consider joining the committee please email our chairman 
s.j.gilson@btinternet.com. Or speak to reception.  

Bottisham Medical Practice Patients Participation Group 

News from Bottisham Medical Practice 
Patients’ Participation Group
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Residential care  •  Nursing care  •  Respite care & short breaks

Hilton Park Care Home, Bottisham, Cambridge, CB25 9BX

When considering care for yourself or a loved one, it’s important  
to find a place that values you for the unique person that you are.

Our dedicated team seeks to understand more than care needs.  
We get to know each person’s life story, passions and preferences  

to shape their care, support and experiences – bringing joy,  
purpose and fulfilment to each day.

Call 01223 659 832 to arrange  
a visit or to find out more.

www.barchester.com/HiltonPark1

Where life stories  
inspire great care.
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After a look into the world of Pheasants last month, we’re 
going to stick with game birds for the time being, and here 
we find another example of a mis-nomer (remember the 
not-so-common Common Gull back in January?).  Again, 
I’ll deal with two species together because one is so 
common it is evident every day, and the other is a much 
shyer bird, half as populous, and unlikely to be seen regularly. I can imagine the mention of 
‘partridge’ might cause our esteemed editor to reach for a nice Burgundy to wash it down, 
but for now, we’ll concentrate on the ones that adorn our countryside, often in sizeable 
family groups. 
 
RED-LEGGED (or French) PARTRIDGE (Alectoris rufa) - The natural range of Red-
legged Partridges is France and south-eastern Europe and they were introduced to Britain in 
the 18th Century as a game bird for human consumption.  At c. 33cm, this bird is much 
smaller than a pheasant although it is classified in the pheasant family.  The genus name is 
from Ancient Greek ‘alektoris’, a farmyard chicken, and its ‘rufa’ epithet is an obvious 
reference to the bird’s pinkish-red legs, but its main plumage is quite striking too.  Whilst the 
back and front are plain sandy brown and grey respectively, there are rufous & black bars on 
the flank, a whiteish throat and red bill and eye-ring.  Together with a black eye-stripe and 
white supercilium (above the eye), these features render Red-legged Partridges 
unmistakable. 

And you won’t have to go far to find them.  They spend their time foraging for seeds and 
roots on all types of open terrain: heathland, grasslands and farmland, and they favour sandy 
soil which is more easily accessed.  They will often scurry along the side of the road when 
disturbed by cars and cycles and then fly away from danger with a rapid whirring of their 
short stubby wings.   

As far as numbers are concerned, there are estimated to be some 70,000 territories for 
breeding birds but, of course, the population is swollen by up to 10 million birds per year 
bred and released for shooting. Roughly half of these will be shot and the survivors – still 
vulnerable in the world away from the ‘safety’ of captivity – provide a useful food source for 
predators such as buzzards, foxes and stoats.  Studies suggest that only about 10% of 
released Red-legs will survive to the end of the winter.  I think the self-supporting population 
has a much happier life provided they can avoid the wheels of motorists tearing along our 
country roads. 

COMMON (or Grey) PARTRIDGE (Perdix perdix) - Slightly smaller than the Red-
leg, the Common Partridge sports two very distinctive features within its mainly grey 
plumage: an orange face, and a chestnut-coloured patch, often resembling a horseshoe, on its 
breast.  Its Latin name ‘perdix’ literally means ‘partridge’ from the Ancient Greek word 
‘perdix’, and once upon a time, this bird was THE British partridge – hence ‘Common’.  
Now it is thought by some that the decline of the Grey – which is now a ‘Red-listed’ bird 

Bottisham Bird Brain

(Continued on page 27)
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PEACEFUL & PRAYERFUL ART 
GROUP FOR ADULTS 

 
Those of all faiths or none are WELCOME! 

 
No art experience necessary.  

Support given to get started if required.   
 

A wide range of art materials supplied: 
Charcoal / felt tips / pencils / crayons 
watercolour pencils / paints / pastels 

St James’ Church, Lode 
Fridays 1.30pm - 3.30pm

Monday April 20th - Brassed Off (15) 
Monday May 18th - Made in Dagenham (15) 

Monday June 15th - The Choral (12) 
Doors open at 6.45pm with the film starting at 7.30pm.  Admission is £7 which includes free refreshments.  

If you would like to reserve seats, please email  richardjbowler@outlook.com or phone 07582 560566.

The Stable, High Street, Newmarket.
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(Continued from page 25)

under conservation protocols because of a 90% fall in the population over a 50-year period 
– was somehow due to the introduction of the Red-leg, but this is certainly not the case.   

The Grey Partridge inhabits most of Europe and Asia and, on a world-wide basis, it is not 
endangered.  However, there is a very cogent reason why numbers have suffered in the UK, 
particularly since the 1950s.  It is to do with the loss of habitat and the introduction of pesticides 
which has all but wiped out insects from farmland.  Whereas the chicks of Red-legs eat mainly 
seeds and root material like their parents, the chicks of Greys cannot digest vegetation in their 
first two to three weeks of life; instead they are heavily dependent on insects for protein.  They 
need aphids, beetles, caterpillars, in fact any small invertebrates, and when these are absent, 
they simply starve, even though the leaf & seed-eating adults are healthy.   

The Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust is active in creating ‘conservation headlands’ in 
order to arrest the decline of the Grey.  This involves reserving a strip of land at the edge of 
agricultural fields where insecticides are used selectively and sparingly to allow a limited 
spread of insects.  Encouragingly, the Grey Partridge was named as a Biodiversity Action 
Plan (BAP) species in 1995 and there have been some localised successes in managing 
habitats to increase numbers; and East Anglia, Cambridgeshire in particular, is one of the 
areas in which they are doing relatively well.  Believe me, they are still difficult to 
see though! 

John Masefield’s poem ‘Partridges’, written in 1936, the first verse of which I’ve quoted 
below, probably referred to Common Partridges which have a habit of flattening themselves 
against the ground when sensing danger.  It’s a sobering piece, depicting the contrast 
between the satisfaction of the shooter praising his dogs and the sadness of the plight of the 
birds, whose destiny it is to either lose their family & friends or to fall from the sky with a 
belly full of lead shot. 

 
STOP PRESS - On a more upbeat note, the Zitting Cisticolas on the Suffolk coast appear to 
have survived the winter and look likely to breed again for a second successive year.  A 
Hume’s Leaf Warbler has also hung around in the Lowestoft area for a few weeks – possibly 
the whole winter – which will have pleased the ‘twitchers’ but, alas, there is no mate in 
evidence.  Two Red-flanked Bluetails (similar to, but not related to Robins), one in Norfolk 
and one in Kent, were the highlight of other recent rarities. They seem to be expanding their 
range from Asia and north-eastern Europe, so here’s hoping..! 

TTFN - Gerry Daish 
 

Here they lie mottled to the ground unseen, 
This covey linked together from the nest. 
The nosing pointers put them from their rest, 
The wings whirr, the guns flash and all has been. 
 
                                               From ‘Partridges’ by John Masefield 

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 April.  
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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Bottisham Airfield Museum 
Group (BAMG)

As you read these words, the museum will be opening for the new season opening our doors 
on Easter Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday.  Along with the Flying Tractor Café, the 
Museum will be open every Sunday, Wednesday and Bank Holiday Monday from 10.30am 
to 4.00pm until November 8th.  Admission is £6 for adults and free for under 16s.  

During the closed season a lot of work has taken place to redecorate and refurbish the 
museum and exhibits.  Both WW2 Jeeps have seen a lot of work to prepare them for the 
summer, one being made ready for a trip to Normandy for the D-day commemorations 
in June. 

As the museum now owns the surrounding land the volunteer gardening team have been 
busy cutting back the hedge on the Wilbraham Road, this work being completed in the last 
week of February before the ban on cutting of field hedges comes into force on March 
1stfor the bird nesting season.  

At the beginning of the year the Woodland trust informed the museum it had been 
successful in applying for some new trees.  By the time you read this, the trees will have 
been delivered and planted along the boundary from the Hanger to the wood yard railings, 
and along the Wilbraham Road towards the A14 bridge.  These will grow to provide a 
natural screen to the museum, insulating against noise and helping wildlife and nature to 
improve.  Our thanks to the Woodland Trust for making this happen.  

Work has also been taking place on the new areas of land to prepare it for events and 
parking in the Spring and Summer. 

Our events this year kick off with a Falconry Experience on Sunday 12th April, and 
Helicopter flights start again on Wednesday 22nd April. For falconry and helicopter 
bookings, please visit www.adventure001.com.  

Once again, I will ask anyone interested in volunteering in the museum, cafe and shop to 
get in touch via Bottishamairfieldmuseum.org.uk, or just come along and see us for a chat 
on any Museum open day.  Full training will be given where necessary. 

 Charles Cook - Museum Volunteer.  

BOTTISHAM BOWLING CLUB 

100+ CLUB 
 

End of February 2026 Quarter Prize winners 
1st Prize £35 - Member No. 47.     2nd Prize £25 - Member No.      3rd Prize £20 - Member No.  75 

4th Prize (5) £15 -  Member No. 63       Member No. 51      Member No. 69 Member No. 1.     Member No. 100  
2025/2026 Annual Prize Winners  

1st Prize £100 - Member No. 45.     2nd Prize £50 - Member No.  99.     3rd Prize £25 - Member No. 55 
4th Prize (5) £20 - Member No. 136      Member No. 90.     Member No.   93       Member No. 108.     Member No. 24
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M&P  
LANDSCAPE AND DESIGN 

 
Patios, Block Paving, Fencing, 

Turfing and all Gardening needs. 
 

References available on request. 
 

Local tradesman • Free estimates 
 

PLEASE CALL 

01223 811144 
MOB 07837 358550 

also Classic Wedding Car Hire 
White Citroen DS21 

 
Tel: 01638 662439 
www.rbristley.co.uk

Self catering cottage also available
at Swaffham Prior.

Self catering cottage also available 
at Swaffham Prior.

Brian & Hilary Marsh 
Tel: 01638 741926    Mobile: 07519 493664 
Email: Bookings@themeadowhouse.co.uk 

Website: www.themeadowhouse.co.uk
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BOTTISHAM ADULT LEARNING ASSOCIATION (BALA) 

 

THURSDAY 30th APRIL FROM 10.30-15.00 
A STUDY DAY ON THE SENSES  

PRESENTED BY DR MARK CARROLL 
 

This is free of charge, including lunch, to all existing members (at the 
end of March 2026). Non-members are welcome at a cost of £15 to 

include lunch and membership fee. 
 

He will be answering such questions as: 
Do we all see the same? - Are there more than 5 basic tastes? 

How do ‘pain-killers’ work? - And more…… 
 

All enquiries or to book a place email; Bottishambala@btinternet.com  
Helen Cole

Bottisham and District Gardening Club
A very topical subject for our February meeting; Climate Change, Gardening and Us by 
Clive Boase.  Saving the planet is something we are all trying to do in a small way and Clive 
and Sue have set up a charity and website with the aim of helping us to that end.  As the 
temperature increases and rainfall becomes more irregular we need to adapt to the changing 
conditions and reduce CO2 emissions where we can.  Surprisingly, our gardens are the third 
largest areas of land use in England so the measures we take can have an impact.  We are 
no strangers to dry gardens in East Anglia and many of us already collect rainwater, but 
with more erratic weather patterns, waterlogging could be an issue in the future so we may 
need to think about raised beds.  We always get excited about seeing sunshine but when 
temperatures exceed 30°C we should consider planting for shade.  Garden ponds, however 
small, will support aquatic and terrestrial wildlife as birds and small mammals still need to 
drink when streams dry up.  There are 10 billion tonnes of carbon locked in the soil, so leave 
the fork in the shed and don’t disturb it any more than you have to.  There are many more 
suggestion and helpful tips on their website at: climatechangegardening.org 

We will be having a plant stall on the Triangle on the 9th May, so if you have any spare 
plants to donate I’m sure they will find a good home. 

Our next meeting will be, on the 28th of April. A Year in the Garden at Horseshoe Farm 
by Neil Callan 

We normally meet at 7.30p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of each month in the Poppy Room 
at the Bottisham Community Sports and Social Club.  Membership is £20.00 a year and 
non-members are welcome to any meetings for a charge of £3.00. 

Margret Coles 
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 Letter to the Editor
My wife and I are dismayed to see that double yellow lines have been introduced to the roads near the 

Coop. We do the bulk of our shopping at the Coop and also make considerable use of the other outlets and 
facilities in the vicinity, in particular the pharmacy and hairdresser. Due to our age, mobility problems and 
other health issues it is essential that we are able to park close by. There will now be limited opportunity 
to do this. For us parking further away would be extremely problematic, particularly for our weekly shop. 
The camber of the pavements makes the manoeuvring of a loaded trolley nigh impossible and using the road 
would be very dangerous. It might well be that we have to abandon using the facilities in Bottisham and 
take our business elsewhere. We spend in excess of £5,000 a year in the Coop and other outlets which is 
business that would be lost.  

There are many others in Bottisham, Lode and Swaffham Bulbeck who use their cars to access the local 
facilities. There is also a great deal of passing trade from commuters and trades people who stop to buy 
snacks, drinks and suchlike. If a significant number of these people also decide to take their business 
elsewhere it would cost the village tens or quite possibly hundreds of thousands of pounds in lost revenue. 
It is possible that some local businesses would no longer be viable and would have to close. Is this really 
what we want to happen to the centre of our village? 

It is also worth noting that whilst the area around the triangle has in the past often been congested with 
temporarily parked cars this has proved to have a calming effect on the flow of traffic. With the introduction 
of the double yellow lines and less people stopping to shop it is highly likely that through traffic will pass 
through at a greater speed with the increased likelihood of there being an accident. 

David Pearson - Peacock Dr.
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East Anglian Air Ambulance

‘Behind the scenes of a road traffic collision’ 
 
Fuelled by our supporters, EAAA brings hospital-level critical care to people in severe 

medical emergencies, 24/7. Each year, collisions on our roads account for around 20% of the 
emergencies to which EAAA crews are tasked. Last year this equated to 403 people.  

Our Clinical Lead and Critical Care Paramedic, Luke Chamberlain, explains some of the 
crews’ considerations when called to a collision on the Region’s road network. 

“Location; Collisions happen on major roads and in urban, rural and remote areas. It is 
important to get to the right place as quickly as possible to administer urgent critical care to 
those in need. 

Planning; En route to the scene and the injured patient(s), we may receive more details of 
the accident. We call this the ‘mechanism of injury’. It helps us to understand the forces 
involved, such as lorry versus a car or a car versus a pedestrian. This information supports us 
when we consider injury patterns, enabling us to continue planning treatment and care for 
the patient. 

At the scene; On arrival we survey the scene. It doesn’t override what we see and learn 
when we assess the patient(s), but it can often provide clues about the forces involved and 
what injuries may have been sustained as a consequence. 

Enhanced treatment and care; East Anglian Air Ambulance crews can, for example, 
administer strong pain relief, and perform life-saving surgery and treatment at the scene. If a 
patient is very poorly and has suffered traumatic injuries and blood loss, we can administer a 
pre-hospital anaesthetic or perform a blood transfusion. Receiving Critical Care as early as 
possible gives seriously injured and unwell patients the best possible chance of survival 
and recovery. 

Collaborative working; Different agencies including EAAA, the ambulance service, 
police and fire service all have pivotal roles in the management of the scene.  Collaboration 
is the key. 

Support along a difficult path; Often trauma injuries caused by road accidents are just the 
start of a challenging path ahead for a patient. Our dedicated team of Aftercare Clinicians is 
available to support former patients and their families through the turbulent aftermath of a 
life-changing incident. This is all possible thanks to people like you who continue to support 
and champion the work of East Anglian Air Ambulance. We are fuelled entirely by donations, 
without any regular government funding - your support powers every single mission”.  

‘TOGETHER, WE SAVE LIVES’.  Michael White           

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 April. 
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
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Red2Green is a registered charity celebrating over 25 years of supporting and promoting adults 
16+ with autism and learning disabilities. We are based across 2 sites in Swaffham Bulbeck and 
Bottisham; 2 converted barns (Harvey’s and Granary) in Park End and our Community Garden 
on the Bottisham Village College site. We support 90 service-users, 5 days/week, 50 weeks/year.  
COMING UP 

We’ll be hosting Coffee Mornings, Plant Sales, and Craft Sales at the Swaffham Bulbeck 
Pavilion and our Community Garden site in Bottisham over the next few months, and we’d love 
to welcome as many of you as possible. Please see the details below: 

April 22nd – Swaffham Bulbeck Pavilion (10:45-11:45) 
May 11th - Bottisham Community Garden (10:30-12:30) 
June 17th - Swaffham Bulbeck Pavilion (10:45-11:45) 
July 6th - Bottisham Community Garden (10:30-12:30) 

WE ARE HIRING! 
We are looking for Support Workers to join our Red2Green Team. We have a number of 

vacancies available. Please visit our website https://red2green.org/job-vacancies/ for more 
information on how to apply. 
WAYS YOU CAN GET INVOLVED: 

• Volunteering opportunities 
• Start a fundraiser in aid of Red2Green 
• Visit our Community Garden in Bottisham and buy some plants (Mon-Fri, 9:30-4) 
• One-off or monthly donations  
• Sign up to our monthly newsletter 
• Follow our social media pages and keep up to date with all things Red2Green 
For more information about the wonderful work we do at Red2Green, please visit our website 

red2green.org or if you want to get in touch, feel free to email us at info@red2green.org or call 
us on 01223811662. 

Red2Green

Village Litter Picks 2025/26

Fresh air, friendship and looking after our wildlife
Bring your gloves and join us for refreshments afterwards

We need your help!
We have a wonderful small group of volunteers who regularly help 
out, but we need more volunteers to get around more of the village 
every month, so if you can spare an hour and a half on a Saturday, 

please do come along.

Starting Location Date Month

Bottisham Community, Sports & Social (earlier time 9am!) 6 December

Bottisham Village College 
(sports centre car park end) 17 January

Bottisham Community, Sports & Social 28 February

Bottisham Community, Sports & Social 14 March

Bottisham Village College 
(sports centre car park end) 18 April

Bottisham Community Sports & Social 16 M

Village Litter Picks 2026

All events, once a month on a Saturday, starting at 10:00am (except December) 
Ways to keep in touch with updates:
✓ Join the Bottisham Village Litter Pick WhatsApp Group
✓ Visit either the Bottisham Events Facebook Page
✓ Visit the Bottisham Community Group Facebook Page

Bottisham Village College 
(sports centre car park end) 18 April

Bottisham Community, Sports & Social 16 May

Bottisham Community, Sports & Social 20 June
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codge.com 
info@codge.com 

01449 675 548
Design & Origination • Website Design & Maintenance • Email Marketing • Digital 
Publishing  
• Logo Creation • Cartoons & Illustrations • Theatrical, Product Photography & 
Retouching • Business Stationery • Promotional Flyers & Posters • Newsletters & 
Magazines • Programs & Catalogues • Books & Brochures • Calendars • Reports • 
Signage, Displays & Banners • Personal & Wedding Stationery • Mac Training

codge.com 
info@codge.com 

01449 675 548
Design & Origination • Website Design & Maintenance • Email Marketing • Digital Publishing  
• Logo Creation • Cartoons & Illustrations • Theatrical, Product Photography & Retouching • 
Business Stationery • Promotional Flyers & Posters • Newsletters & Magazines • Programs & 
Catalogues • Books & Brochures • Calendars • Reports • Signage, Displays & Banners • 
Personal & Wedding Stationery • Mac Training

“Successful entrepreneurs are 
givers and not takers of 
positive energy. ANONYMOUS
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Carpet Cleaning  
Stone Floor, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning. 

A few points that make us stand out from the others, 
 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993. 
We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning 
& drying power for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 
We will move the furniture for a thorough clean. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today. 
 
 

01638 428 060   
01223 832 928 

www.Rothwells.biz 

Rothwell’s, Malting End, Kirtling, Newmarket, CB8 9HH 

Please call 0  or email admin@camstorage.co.uk 
www.camstorage.co.uk
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OvenPad 
Cleaning Services 

 
I will professionally & efficiently 

clean ovens, ranges, Agas,  
ceramic hobs, extractors, 

microwaves and BBQs. 
 

It’s a dirty job, why not 
give me a call? 

 
Contact Paddy Kelly on 
Tel: 01638 742703 
Mob: 07752 631343 
Email: info@ovenpad.com 
Website: www.ovenpad.com

PEST
PROBLEM?
CALL DRE PEST CONTROL
01954 230708
07789 502556

• Commercial & Residential
• One - off Call Outs
• Management Contracts

Cambridge & surrounding areas
www.drepestcontrol.co.uk
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01223 850938
cambridge@greenwoodhomecare.co.uk

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Award-winning 
home care in the 
Cambridge area
We provide high-quality care to help you 
live independently, in the comfort of your 
own home. Our friendly, and well-trained 
carers, can support you with things like 
personal care, medication, companionship 
or anything else you need.

DAY, LIVE-IN OR 
NIGHT CARE AVAILABLE

FREE ASSESSMENT

www.greenwoodhomecare.co.uk
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An accountancy service
based in Burwell that

covers everything
your business needs

For more details contact Paul on

info@cb25accounting.co.uk

Sales, servicing, repairs and sharpening 
of all types of garden machinery. 

Collection and delivery available. 

Friendly, local and professional service.

CW

C.W.KIRK LAWNMOWERS

44 NEWMARKET ROAD  BURWELL  CAMBRIDGESHIRE  CB25 0AE

01638 744 349
CWKIRKLAWNMOWERS.CO.UK

An accountancy 
service that covers 

everything your 
business needs
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FREE no obligation quotes.

Cambridgeshire’s largest flooring
showroom est. 1996

01223 233233
www.floor-coverings.net

Unit 31-32 Dry Drayton Industries, Scotland Road, 
Dry Drayton, Cambridge CB23 8AT

Open: Mon - Sat 9-5

Offering a high quality 
carpentry and small works 
service in Bottisham and 

the surrounding area. 
 

    FLOORING • HANGING NEW DOORS
KITCHEN RENOVATIONS • DECORATING • 

TILING • LANDSCAPING 
BESPOKE CARPENTRY 

 
 
 

07703 043243 
SNealCarpentry@Gmail.com 

@S.Nealcarpentry 

S.NEAL  
Carpentry and Small Works

!
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ALL TYPES OF ANTIQUES, CURIOS & COLLECTABLES 
POLITE, LOCAL BUSINESS EST. OVER 25 YEARS  

IS LOOKING TO BUY THE FOLLOWING:  
l Old watches, clocks, scientific instruments l Quality jewellery, costume jewellery, 

even items in need of repair l Silver, silver plate, old copper & brass l Glass, 
ceramics, china l Militaria, weapons, medals, badges, uniforms, paperwork & 

photos l Tribal art – masks, weapons l Walking canes, sword sticks l Sporting 
memorabilia l Old toys, games and train sets l Vinyl albums and singles l 

Woodworking tools l Furniture – antique up to 1970s 
 

Anything considered – give me a call before you throw it away 
POLITE & CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE. GOOD PRICES PAID. 

STEVE DURRANT 01638 507037 OR 07740 591194     
Email: svdservices51@gmail.com 

WANTED
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PREMIER INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES LTD 
 

INDEPENDENT INVESTMENT ADVISERS Authorised & 
Regulated by the Financial Conducts Authority 

 

Specialist in Isa’s & Isa Transfer’s  
Investment Planning & Portfolio Management 

 

To arrange a free consultation ring 01223-882422 or email 
pims@globalnet.co.uk or visit www.pims-uk.com 

in the Poppy Room at the 
Bottisham Community Sports 

and Social Club 
A place where you can meet old friends 
make new friends, relax, chat and enjoy 
coffee, cake and biscuits in a friendly 

relaxed atmosphere. 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

ADMISSION FREE

Have you ever stopped of a morning to sit down to have a cup of coffee in the house on your own, and 
thought it would be nice to talk to somebody? 

Well you can and very easily too. Come along to Meeting point on a Wednesday and have that cup of 
coffee with like-minded company

Telephone: 01223 811556
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ANGLIA TREE CARE 
 

LARGE ENOUGH TO COPE • SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE 
 

80% OF OUR WORK IS VIA RECOMMENDATIONS 
TREE SURGERY & FELLING • HEDGE MAINTENANCE 

STUMP GRINDING • FULLY QUALIFIED 
FULLY INSURED • 24/7 SERVICE 
All work carried out to BS 3998  

Free Estimates Given within 7 days 
 

Tel. 01223 424454 • INFO@ANGLIATREECARE.CO.UK 
M E M B E R   
Guild of Master Craftsmen
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The Lake District - Eden vale 
�� 

HOLIDAY COTTAGE 
Nr. Penrith Cumbria CA10 1QW  
AVAILABLE ALL YEAR ROUND  

Immaculate and well-equipped modern 
holiday house, sleeps six, full central 
heating, double glazing and double 

garage.  
Our holiday home offers every 

comfort, a real ‘home from home’ at 
reasonable rates, in a lovely village 

location with panoramic views.  
T: 01638 741926 or 741354 

M: 07519 493664 
for details  

All weeks £325.00 

N.C.S. 
BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP 

ALL CHIMNEYS SWEPT 
l BIRDS NESTS REMOVED 
l OIL&GAS BOILERS 
l SOLID FUEL, STOVES FITTED 
l SMOKE PRESSURE TESTING 
l INSECT MESH, POTS, COWLS 
l FLUE LINERS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
l BIRD GUARDS & TERMINAL FITTED 
l GUTTERS CLEANED & REPAIRED 
l GENERAL PLUMBING WORK 

FOR FREE QUOTE CALL  
07824 727277 or 01638 662760 

EMAIL 
NCS.NEWMARKET@YAHOO.CO.UK 

WEBSITE 
www.ncsnewmarket.co.uk  

 
*Send text or e-mail for 10% discount 

Answers within an hour. • Waiting time approx. 1-2 weeks 

VERY CLEAN • Public liability insurance 
- Competitive rates -
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Cambridge 
& Newmarket  

Acupuncture Clinic
Dr Liang - Chinese Acupuncture Specialist 

 
MIGRAINE – ANXIETY - DEPRESSION 

NECK AND SHOULDER PAIN -  
BACK PAIN - SCIATICA  

ARTHRITIS - ANKLE SPRAINS - ASTHMA  
 

If you are suffering any of these problems, do 
not hesitate to contact by email or mobile 
phone to sort it out as soon as possible. 

 
Initial treatment session about 75 minutes,  

promotion price £65  
Follow up treatment session 50 minutes, £60 

 
Monday to Friday, from 10am. to 5pm.  

Appointment only. Mobile: 07375 331048 
 

Email: 
Bottishamacupuncturetherapy@gmail.com 
Web: https://goodpointacupuncture.co.uk 
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n Fulbourn-based upholsterer offering 
traditional and modern 

reupholstery, repairs and re-covers  
n Bespoke Curtains,  

Roman blinds and soft furnishings
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cambridgedrivewaysandgardens.co.ukcambridgedrivewaysandgardens.co.uk

Our areas of expertise include:          
All Driveways, Block Paving & Resin • Driveways Cleaning & Sealing 

• Patios & Paths • Fencing • Drainage • Turfing & Seeding 
• Artificial Grass • Site & Garden Clearance (Licenced) 

• Grab Hire & Plant Hire • All Aggregates Delivered
All paving work comes with a 5yr min Guarantee

Call for FREE estimates and bookings:
Please visit our websites for examples of our work & refs:

www.amsealtd.com amsaggregates.co.uk

Office: 01638 721893 or Site: 07789 261266
Newmarket, Cambridge and Ely

All Driveways, Block Paving & Resin • Driveways Cleaning & Sealing 
• Patios & Paths • Fencing • Drainage • Turfing & Seeding 

• Artificial Grass • Site & Garden Clearance (Licenced) 
• Grab Hire & Plant Hire • All Aggregates Delivered

Driveway & Landscaping Specialists
A W A R D  W I N N I N G  D R I V E W A Y  I N S TA L L E R S

R e s i n  B o u n d  &  B l o c k  P a v i n g  S p e c i a l i s t s

Newmarket (01638) 662439  
Mobile 07970 038404 
www.rbristley.co.uk

• Drains Unblocked Fast 
• Toilets, Baths and Sinks 
• Guttering and Downpipes 
• Drain repairs and CCTV Surveys 
• High Pressure Water Jetting 
• Domestic and industrial 
• All Work Guaranteed
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‘Your Friendly, Local Wood Burning Stove 
Specialist’ 

 

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION, OR MAKE AN 

APPOINTMENT TO VISIT OUR 
SHOWROOM 

 
ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORKS 
TO YOUR FIREPLACE UNDERTAKEN 

 
 

FAST, RELIABLE AND EFFICIENT 
SERVICE CARRIED OUT BY 

QUALIFIED HETAS ENGINEERS 
 
 

LARGE SELECTION OF WOOD 
BURNING STOVES ON DISPLAY 

 

NOW SELLING SEASONED 
FIREWOOD!! 

         

        

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM! 

Whitelands Farm 
Newmarket Road 

Bottisham 
Cambridge 
CB25 9BD 

 
Monday – Closed 
Tuesday – Closed 

Wednesday – Closed 
Thursday – 12.30 – 3.00pm 

Friday - Closed  
Saturday – 10.30 – 12.30pm* 

Sunday – Closed 
  

(*Open 1st and 3rd Sat of the month 
only, September to April) 

Please phone to check for any changes 
or closures during school holidays 

 
 Email & telephone enquiries dealt 
with Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm 

 01223 703184 

Email: sarah@cambridgestoves.co.uk 

b id k

 

Sunday – Closed  
Monday – Closed  
Tuesday – Closed  

Wednesday – Closed  
Thursday - Closed  

Friday – Appointment only  
Saturday – 10.30 – 12.30pm*  

 
(*Saturday opening September to 

April only  
appointment only during 

other months)  
 

Please phone to check for 
any changes  

 or closures during school holidays 
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Need a little extra 
Financial Help? 

 

We don’t have a magic money 
tree, but we may be able to help!  

BOTTISHAM LOCAL CHARITIES  
 

*Bottisham Local Charities can offer 
support to people with a minimum of 

two years residence in the village 
 

For further information or an 
application form contact the Clerk: 
bottishamlocalcharities@gmail.com 

01223 813774 or 0792 042 5154 

 
BOTTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Address:  41 Stow Road, Stow Cum Quy, Cambridge CB25 9AD 
Email: clerk@bottisham-pc.gov.uK 
Telephone: 07369 248 998 
Clerk: Sam Chambers-Turner 
Chair: Nadene Cundell 
Vice Chair: Jon Ogborn 

Parish Councillors: 
Savannah Laurent, Keith Morrison, Steven O’Dell, Rehana Shaker, 
Maria Socea, Jawahar Swaminathan 

Parish Website:  ________________________________www.bottisham-pc.gov.uk 

County Councillor: Jonny Edge:  __________jonny.edge@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

District Councillors: Charlotte Cane: ________charlotte.cane@eastcambs.gov.uk 
John Trapp:  ______________John.trapp@eastcambs.gov.uk

BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION   

LIBRARY OPENING HOURS 

TUESDAYS  
3.00-5.00 and 6.00-8.00 

WEDNESDAYS  
10.00-11.30 

THURSDAYS  
3.00-5.00 
FRIDAYS 
 6.00-8.00 

SATURDAYS  
10.00-12.00am 

Working in Partnership with the 
County Library Service.
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Useful Information
Bottisham Website: ...................................................................................www.bottisham-pc.gov.uk   
Parish Council Chairman: Nadene Cundell 
Parish Council Clerk: Sam Chambers-Turner, clerk@bottisham-pc.gov.uk ...............07369 248998  
Holy Trinity Church: Vicar: Rev. Max Osborne max9@btinternet.com .....................01223 481187 

Churchwarden: Stuart Field ......................................................01223 604019  
Roman Catholic Priest: Monsignor Eugène Harkness. Parish of St Philip Howard ...01223 211235  
Bottisham Surgery: Enquiries and Appointments ...................................................................810030  

Out of Hours only - Urgentcare Cambridge..................................................111  
Bottisham Library: Library hours, see advert previous page ......................................01223 812354  
Cambridgeshire Police HQ: .........................................................................................01480 456111  
Cambridgeshire Police: (NON-URGENT MATTERS) ........................................................ring 101 

In EMERGENCIES .......................................................................ring 999  
Local East Cambs Policing info: www.cambs.police.uk/Neighbourhood-Policing/East-Cambs  
NAAFI Break: Gary Fairbairn ........................................................................korum694@gmail.com 
Neighbourhood watch co-ordinator: kevin.g.evans@ntlworld.com...........................01353 614892  
Bottisham Pharmacy: ..............................................................................................................812321  
Bottisham Community Sports and Social Club: Secretary Bev Clowes, 

Bottishamcsasc@gmail.com ....................812063 
Bottisham Community Primary School: ..............................................................................811235  
Bottisham Village College, School: .........................................................................................811250  
   Evening Classes, Clubs and Youth Club Information ............................................................811372  
Bottisham W.I.: Secretary - Jenn White • mrandjw@btinternet.com ......................................811600  
Bottisham Scout Group: Group Contact: Linda Jones............................................................813040  
1st Bottisham Rainbows/1st Bottisham Brownies: Kay Pearce ............................................811055  
Girlguiding Bottisham District: Cambs County office • www.cambseastguides.org.uk..01223 813917  
Bottisham & District Gardening Club: Secretary: Julia Green.............................................811467  
Bottisham Bowling Club: Peter Clowes, Sec., bottishambowlingclub@gmail.com ...07756 431234  
Bottisham Carpet Bowls Club: Nora Watson, nora@gandnwatson.uk ..................................812121  
Bottisham Cricket Club: Chairman: Will Allen, Chairman@bottlodecricket.co.uk ...07713 007757  
Bottisham Youth Football Club: Adam Bridgland, adambridgland@hotmail.com....07764 488599  
Bottisham Local Charities Trustees: secretary - Jonathan Barrett .............................07920 425154  
Bottisham Pool Association: Manager - Jenn Jamieson ..........................................................811121  
Queen’s Court Day Centre:.....................................................................................................811905  
East Cambridgeshire District Offices: .......................................................................01353 665555  
East Cambridgeshire District Councillors: 
   Charlotte Cane, 34 Swaffham Road, Reach ................................................................07976 607512  

John Trapp, 104 Commercial End, Swaffham Bulbeck ..............................................01223 812120  
Cambridgeshire County Councillor: Jonny Edge 
                                                          Jonny.Edge@cambridgeshire.gov.uk .........Tel: 07974348141  
MP for Constituency: Charlotte Cane, MP, charlotte.cane.mp@parliament.uk 
Cambridgeshire Trading Standards Helpdesk: ........................................................0845 3030666  
Milton Road Tip: Apr to Sept – Weekdays 9.00am-8.00pm: Weekends 9.00am-6.00pm ......860674 

Oct to Mar - 9.00am-4.00pm  
CRESSET Editor:  email: BottishamCresset@gmail.com  

Treasurer, Advertising rates and payment: Rhona Walker, 94 High St ...811402 
Distribution: Ian & Helen Cole................................................................812573 

Design/Artwork: ONG (Old Newton Graphics) • www.codge.com.............................01449 675548  
Printing: Falcon Printing Services, www.falconprinting.co.uk,  

jason@falconprintingservices.com............................................................................891286  

The Cresset: While every effort is made to ensure accuracy we cannot accept liability for any mistakes 
or misprints.The views of, or any opinions expressed, are not those of the EDITOR. The Editor cannot 
accept any responsibility for statements made in advertisements






